
Prior to expanding into a national Partnership 
grant project, NEȾOLṈEW̱ ‘one mind, one 

people’ was a community-university part-
nership looking at Mentor-Apprentice style 
programs (MAP) in British Columbia. 
The First Peoples’ Cultural Council and the 
W̱SÁNEĆ School Board worked with Onowa 
McIvor and Peter Jacobs, alongside with col-
laborators from UVIC and beyond, to better 
understand the successes and challenges of 
MAP. 
We are pleased to share the final reports from 
this study with you now. You can download 
the electronic versions from our website 
(https://netolnew.ca/resources/), or contact 
netolnew@uvic.ca for file versions suitable for 
print.

Mentor-Apprentice Research Findings - Ready to Share!
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We are happy to introduce Pierre Iachetti, our new NILLA Project Coordinator. Pierre is a PhD 
student in Civil Engineering at UVIC. His research is on high-performance buildings and renewable 
energy in First Nations communities and he is currently working with the T’Sou-ke First Nation. He 
also brings extensive project management experience with database development and web-map-
ping tools to the NILLA project.

Meet the new NILLA Coordinator

The additional hands for the NILLA project are much welcomed: The NILLA team was successful in applying for a 
SSHRC Special Call: Indigenous Research Capacity and Reconciliation—Connection Grant last fall. This specific grant 
project aims to mobilize community engagement with NILLA and facilitate dialogue about NILLA with a broader re-
search audience. And so, our team first attended the SICC Language Keepers Gathering in Saskatoon, SK, in November, 
where we connected with community members and language researchers face-to-face (see p. 4). 

As part of this Special Grant we also hosted an Indigenous Language Forum on January 28-29, focused on developing 
NILLA. Over thirty invited guests from Indigenous communities and ally organizations from across Canada gathered 
in the Ceremonial Hall of the First Peoples’ House at UVIC to “bring NILLA to life” through dialogue about Indigenous 
language revitalization and maintenance work. 

Indigenous Language Forum:

Developing NILLA and Building Capacity
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Attending guests and NILLA team members, Indigenous Language Forum, Jan 28, 2019 (photo credit: UVIC Photo Services)
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The NILLA project prioritizes Indige-
nous ownership of data by providing 
permission-access to shared resourc-
es and Indigenous communities 
decide whether to participate and 
which language resources they wish 
to share.

Forum participants explored these 
topics in small groups and provided 
meaningful input and suggestions to 
the NILLA team on the development 
of the online Portal.

To bring the spirit of NILLA - connect-

ing communities, individuals, and 
organizations from across Canada - 
to life, each attending guest shared a
word written on a note and then added the note to a meaningful place on the map (phot credit: UVIC Photo Services).

Space was also created in the program for a dedicated Roundtable session “Creation of new speakers – Best practices 
& lessons learned”, fostering connections, exchange, and engagement.

Over the next few months, the NILLA team will incorporate learnings from the Forum into the development of the 
database and online Portal, working towards a launch before the end of this year.

Communities focusing on language learning initiatives and organizations (small or large) supporting language work can 
still get involved with NILLA. Connect with us (nilla@uvic.ca) or share your knowledge via www.netolnew.ca/nilla.

Roundtable “Creation of new speakers - Best practices & lessons learned”, Jan 29, 2019 (photo credit: Barbara Jenni)



Annually, in the third week of November, the Saskatchewan Indigenous Cultural Centre (SICC) hosts its now named 
First Nations Language Keepers Gathering. This annual gathering is the leading national conference devoted to pre-
serving, promoting and protecting First Nations languages and cultures.

The NEȾOLṈEW̱ Partnership was well represented at the 2018 Gathering in Saskatoon:
• Onowa McIvor gave a keynote address titled “NEȾOLṈEW̱ (one mind, one people): Building a National 

Network for Indigenous Language Revitalization & Maintenance in Canada”
• Chief Leroy Denny (Chief of the Eskasoni First Nation, the largest Mi’kmaw community in Nova Scotia) 

spoke about “Our Language Journey: Commitment, Awakening & Revitalization” in his keynote ad-
dress

• Violet Jumbo and Kristen Tanche, Dehcho First Nation, presented on “Dehcho First Nations Language 
Revitalization & On the Land Programming”

• Blaire Gould, Mi’kmaw Kina’matnewey, shared about their “Language Strategy Planning & Men-
tor-Apprentice Programs”

• Collaborator Dr. Angelina Weenie (and Ida Swan) gave a presentation titled “āsōnamākēwin”, speak-
ing about the language programs offered by Indigenous Education and the Department of Indigenous 
Languages, Arts and Cultures, at the First Nations University of Canada.

SICC Language Keepers Gathering 2018

Save the date: The 2019 SICC First Nations Language 
Keepers Gathering will be held on November 6-7, 2019, 
and the theme is Our Sacred Languages Walk With Us.
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Onowa McIvor and Pierre Iachetti (NILLA Coordiantor) engaging with guests at the NILLA booth at SICC, Nov 21-21, 2019, Saskatoon, SK: 
Sharon Shadow (l), Flora Smigel (m), Romeo Saganash (r) (photo credit: Emily Comeau)
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International Conference on Language Documentation and 
Conservation (ICLDC) 2019
The theme of ICLDC 6 (University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa, Feb 28-March 3, 2019) was Connecting Communities, Language 
& Technology, and there was great representation from the NEȾOLṈEW̱ Partnership:

PENÁĆ David Underwood (r) and Tye Swallow (m) with 
Sophia Bain (l) from the W̱SÁNEĆ School Board spoke 
on their project about strengthening the language of 
their teachers.

NEȾOLṈEW̱ co-investigator Trish Rosborough (l) and 

chuutsqa Rorick (r) (with Su Urbanczyk, not pictured) report-
ed on the Beautiful Words project, looking at enriching lan-
guage learning through understanding of linguistic structure 
of the Kwak’wala and Nuu-chah-nulth languages.

Attending members of the NILLA Advisory Commit-
tee presented on their work on NILLA (NEȾOLṈEW̱ 

Indigenous Language Learning Atlas): 
Arok Wolvengrey, Nathan Brinklow, Callie Hill, 
Onowa McIvor, Adam Stone, and Ewa Czaykows-
ka-Higgins (l-r).

There is always time to enjoy the gift 
of hospitality in Hawai’i and visit with 
friends and colleagues!

Kathy Michel from Chief Atahm showcased how online games can be used to reinforce language learning, while 
Emily Comeau (Research Assistant) gave a talk about her MA thesis project on literacy and language revitalization.



The NEȾOLṈEW̱ Partnership will meet again this fall in Fort 
Simpson for the annual All Partners’ Gathering.

The Dehcho First Nations are inviting us to visit on their land 
and we are looking forward to reconnecting with you in the 
beautiful NWT, Sept 8-12, 2019.

We will be in touch with more details by May.

Save the date: All Partners’ Gathering 2019

Our virtual home, i.e. our website, also received an 
update so we can better share news, information, 
and resources with you and others.

Let us know what you think!
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NEȾOLṈEW̱ Research Centre

www.netolnew.ca

Deh Cho (Mackenzie) River, NWT (photo source: Wikipedia)

In fall 2018, we (finally) moved into our ‘permanent’ 
home within the Department of Indigenous Education 
at UVIC. We are grateful for the warm welcome and the 
much-needed additional offices. 

In the newly expanded NEȾOLṈEW̱ Research Centre we 
now have a dedicated communal research and meeting 
space for all members of the Partnership (in person or 
virtually).

We are especially happy that our Research space offers 
a home to a beautiful buffalo hide by artist Robert (Bob) 
Badger, Kawacatoose First Nation, gifted to the UVIC 
Department of Indigenous Education for the partnership 
with the University of Saskatchewan.
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UVIC Research Team Updates
We have expanded and welcomed good new people to our team at UVIC:

Emily Comeau has a MA in 
Linguistics from UVIC and 
completed her thesis “Lit-
eracy and language revi-
talization: Leaving a visible 
trace” under the supervi-
sion of Dr. Ewa Czaykow-
ska-Higgins (NEȾOLṈEW̱ 

collaborator). Emily is 
supporting our UVIC team 
in a range of activities, 
including Partner research 
and NILLA info gathering.

Carolyn Belleau is 
Secwepemc (from Esketemc 
reserve) and in the first year 
of the Joint Degree Program 
in Canadian Common Law 
and Indigenous Legal Orders 
JD/JID. She has worked ex-
tensively with Elders in her 
own community and as an 
aspiring language warrior, 
will be working alongside 
Trish Rosborough in support 
of Partner projects.

Anureet Lotay is a PhD 
student in anthropology 
at UVIC and brings vital 
communications and web-
site skills to the team. Anu 
will support Barbara in the 
coordination of the Part-
nership and project com-
munications.

NEȾOLṈEW̱ Postdoc fellow Dr. Kari Chew had a busy first year, supporting several Part-
ners launching their research projects, teaching two courses at UVIC, and pursuing her 
own research on the role of technology in connecting learners who live outside their 
communities to their languages.
Kari is now on leave until July to welcome her and husband Schuyler’s first baby this 
spring. Best wishes from all of us on this new adventure!

Nicki Benson started her 
PhD in Indigenous Lan-
guage Revitalization at 
UVIC last fall. Under the 
supervision of Onowa 
McIvor, she will explore 
success factors in adult 
immersion education. Nicki 
is supporting some of our 
Partners with their project 
work. 

Curious to learn more about our team members, 
project leads, and co-investigators? Visit our website  
www.netolnew.ca for bios and links to publications. 

Partner Updates? Call for Submissions!
We know you have been busy too – five of the nine NEȾOLṈEW̱ Partners have their research plans in place now, are 
already working on their projects, or are getting ready to launch. With two more projects being developed over the 
summer, we are calling on all Partners to share an update on your language work and community activities.
Simply send a couple of paragraphs and one or two photos to netolnew@uvic.ca for the upcoming special edition 
Partner Updates of our newsletter.


